Cp. 1 and Trock No. 2 responded. and
a lina of. hq-o was played ‘upon the
fef Beards-

h'otheh-ﬁ.mtndthsymformd
"ta retreat to the sidewalk. Again the
mmwuptham and
again they were repulsed ™ but not
anunuds-.nd thoymmmedthathird

meantime the flames -th
up the'slevator shaft and the top floor
‘tehf actory was a roaring mauass of
s which eventually licked their
through theé roof of the building.
elevator was on the third, floor
am bnrnin: ‘bnlld!nt and uuﬂdenly
& ioud - was d as the heavy
vehicle d to the bottom floor, o
heap. of burning material, which scon
turned the bottom floor into what re-
sembled & furnacs. The heal caused
attaghéd to tha eleva-

b =iy e

. tor to X

) . The firemen were now betwsen two

and their lives were imperiled

.portion of the roof fell,
of Chief Beardsley

m of the men from serious

mor_‘lhe Hadley Fur-
the mattress factory
ding « o east side and damage
!E-ruﬂm:. by watsr s estimated

n "_gg-_n_.g.imt -h’m:‘_-v_- —at
- W ton av-

FIRE DESTROYS

| to extrenje
|| the Western U

BRIDGEPORT, CONN.,, TUESDAY, DEG

BRAVES BLIZZARD
IN NIGHTCLOTHES -
T0 COMBAT FIRE

J’a.pa.nese Valet £ Aids in Sav-
_ing Life of Wife of New
- Britain Man.

- New 'Brlta.ln. Dec. 14—While the
was battling agsinst
Lat 3 o'elock this morning

Bt

at between $10,000 and §15,000.
When the fire was discovered an
effort wes made fo send in an alarm

: n-om!i. nearby fire box but the storm

dm wires. The tele-
p:m.pd into service and

- hemdquarters was notified. ©On
F’l‘lﬁ"l of the de ent & scream
Jheard. and’ s_ | employed by

aly and removagl
tal mﬂ’ﬁz from ouﬁ_!mm

.'m tsueqt. ammdwdrm

flames.

.llopu-hn surrl'wrnt the

MIGATIBN
- WITH THE WEST

Telemph sorv:leo to the west ‘tol
day is practically discontinued, owing
to wirea of both |
o and Postal Tela-
graph Cos, . Faw wlres reach New

:ork nd thuo via Boston or
The wa.cm Unfon' Cb. sul!drad
m severely as every line in 'their

was destroyed in a dls-
estrous fire that brokg out In the
cable house of the Wall street dock
at about 2 a m. How this fire origin- |
ated is not yet known but is hal!uveq
g have started by inductsd cmrrent
from the highly chargsd wires of the
New Haen raifroad’ a.l.maut directly
above.,

The house wan doatroyed and lead
and vuleanite insulation burned from
200 wires in the pit.

Those wires. are the only wires in
the east conveying Waestern Unlon
communication betwaen New York,
Boston and Canadian: polints, The ]
of the company In New York is in-
| estimable for . means mnearly total
destruction bétween New York and

New HEngland except by davicus
f routes, _ '
A -gang of men, experts in their

line, is being rushed 'to tHls city from
metropolitan points but owing to the ¥
smiil] compass in which they can work
several days will elapse before trunk
lines are restored.

On the lnes of efther company
no service can be had tp Danbury,{
Wataerbury or other state polnts, the
linds of which are down In unknown
rEpoOLe,

The Postal and Western Unlon lines
report no wires south  of ridgeport
except via Boston gnd Mdntreal by
the Postal service. Norwalk, An-
sonia, Derby have no telegraph or
telephone wires. The Fostal service
has ane wire to New Haven.

No indlcatlons of high pressure r
crossed. electric wires ware reported
by the telesgraph companies through
‘a strange colncidence.

Hill is Given His 1
Old Post in Houge ,
Committee Honors
Wu‘l‘i!ngton. De¢;. 14—Representa-

tive E. J. Hill, of Connecticut, will be
a member of the Ways and Means

assignments made today. He was for-
merly 8 member of this committes,

Committee. Representative
Cannon, six years a-—-=Iairman of
the Appropristions &Lisieerttes, has

BULGARS
GUT OFF
FRENGH

French Lmas Separated
From English as Bulgar’s
Break Through, Says Of-
ficial Statement in Berlin.

Greek Government Com-
mandeers All Greek Ship-
ping to Make up "Lack
of Food and Sapplies
Through Country.

rlin,
ve broken through @.‘ha Anglo-
French line and cut off the French
forces from the British, according to
an official statement, dated December
12, recelved here today from Sofia.
It i=s stated that a long section of
the French front was teken by storm,
the French forces suffering” heavy
logses, Fursult of 'r.h’e allied troops con-
tinues. vy .

GREBCE SEIZES SHIPPING.

Lotdon, Dec. 14—The Greek goy-
srnment, it was lesrned here today,

has commandeegrad 81l Greek pRing
in British and Amamm fin dn
dﬁoﬂ to supply the - food

and eoal' which exists in Gre._qo as a
rmuk.»ot It.'he entente anlel’ restric-

W 'I'O FIGHT
MORE CONCESSIONS
mmmm

Londqn. Dec. li-pTGem-hy appar-
ently has mno intentlon of permitting
Greece to grant any fyrther conces-
sipnis to, the allies without a éhement
protest, Reuter's ‘correspondent at
7} Athens says German dlplomats already
Yave taken steps which are likely to
afld considerably to Greece's diffichl-
tles i pressed.

It was reported at Athens, the cor-

ndent continues, that Germany

hes asked Greece *“whether the new

facilities afforded the allles com-

. promise Greek mneutrality In eany
way."” f

MAIL SYSTEM IN
_ GREATEST TIE UP
IN LOCAL HISTORY

The tie up In thx-man system is the
greatest in the  history of the loeal
post office.,. The last mail trafn from
New York come through at 8:20 last

o'clock this noon there -was no mail
from any city ‘west of Rridgeort. At
this time a trein came through bring-
ing all the mail 6f the' night until the
12:47 ynoon train.
to New York was sent regularly from
the post office to the stafion whers it
myas placed mpdn the first train that
went through.

The delay of the mails was felt gen-
.hmlly throughout the <city; not only
by the business houses affectad by It
‘hnt by thosa who for the first time In
years were unsble to obtain their
morning New York papers.

POSTPONE TRIAL
OF GED, MOSH:ER
UNTIL FEB. TERM

The trial of George Moshier of this

leity, charged with manslaughter as a

result of the death of Willilam Costello
in the aulomobile accldent on the Ox
Hill road, has been postponad until
the February term of the criminal
superior court. Betore court opened
this morning there was a conference,
botween State’s Attorney Cummings
and Attormey Henry E. Shannon, rep-
rasenting the accused.

Later It was announced that inas-
much as there were certain details of
evidence which the state -desired to in-
vestigate further, & postponement had

i

been decided upon. Deputy Sherifi

committes of the House, according to | Cunningham went ‘te Baltic yesterday
‘and found Arthur Lucier,

who was

| chauffeur of Dr. Osborn’'s car on the
Representative Tilson of Connecticut | night of the aceident.
getas back his place on the Military bhrought to this city today but
Joseph | turned home when' he learned of the

Lacler was
re-

postponement. Moshier was driving
the car at the time it left the road

siven sixth place on what com- |and Costello, another passenger, was

killed.

Deo, 14—Bulgarian troops

I My, Chapman,

night and from that time until twelve:

The outgoing maill
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PRICE TWO CEN’I‘E

On the New Haven system 11 years
of technical study, and eguipment rep-
resenting milllons of dollars became
temporarily useless today.

The entire electrical service snapped
last night at'the beginning of what is
said by old rallroad men to be a small
2torm as compared with &hune of years
gone b Even the signal system of
the ro-.d, which has never in the his-
tory of telegrapbhy been fully out of
commission, went by the board as the
reésult of high tension circuits,
and although e roadbeds to Boston
and New York were partly opened, the
running of trains had to 6 saccom-
plished by semi-guess worlk and undar
the most hazardous conditlons. Con-
‘ductors In some instances were re-
ported as cressing fleldd and utilizing
farmhouse telephones for the purpbse
of ascertalning right of ways.

Thousands of passengers besiege&
the local  railroad stations from elx
o'clock last night on some of them re-
tarning to local hotels for the night
anfl otbers remaining In semli-sleep at
the station hoping against hope for
tralns to or from New York. :

It was estimated two thousand per-
song were In the walting-room at one

in wvaslous directions. =

_The  last traln from New York ar-
@ |vived in this eity at 8:80 last night
beéaring mails. 'r'ha first train through

time this morning clamoring for trains

CONNECTICUT COMPANY BUCKS
THROUGH ‘COUNTRY SNOWDRIFTS:
ONLY ONE SUBURBAN LINE OPEN

from New Haven after 11 o'clock last
night was the train leaving New Ha-
ven at-4:45 a. m. this morning which
arrived in Bridgeport at 11:07. Its
regular schedule here is 5:18 & ™. It
ettempted to make tha passage to
Neprwalk whers a wreck last night
still blocked ‘the tracks as far as is
kEnown today. " .

An Jommunlcntlan with the outer
world by telegrapli and over raliroad
lines discontinued at 10 o'clock last
night and the whereabouts of trains

is merely a matter of conjecture, A
partial 'telephone line service ith New
Haven was established this morning

but it was of little valus.

The last traln over the Housatonic
or Berkshire brancheés of thas New Ha-
ven were those that left last night.

telegraph and telephone communica-
tion wvia Wateabury, Newtown, Dan-
bury and county points, west is se-
vered.

A In consisting of baggage and
accommodation coach, made up for
Waterbury this morning was not dis-
patched, as, with undreds of pas-
sengers pleading to be taken to New
Hayen that they might get cdnnec-
tions east, or west, ainmuster Pater
Hunt, taking the initiative, today® de- |
ecided upon sending a special train to

“eContinued on Page 1), g

Manager Charles Chapman of the
Conneoticut Company admitted today
that the transportation problem in this
city had been erippled to a great ex-
tent through the falling of wires and

corporations,

““In the city of Bridgeport'™ sald
“we have managed to
keep service in the center only and
would have probably survived with-
out discontinuance to the extreme ends
had it not been for falling wires and
poles oVer which we had no control
Where our current was not cut off we
managed to keep the tracks clear and
ran cars,. though, geceksarily, the
schedules went to pleces. ;

“The Hnes out of commission this
morning, over whieh through servica
will probably not be resumed until 4
o'clock todey or even later, are:

“Main street above Grand, where
heavily welghtéd wirea with little ten-
sile strength gave way and carried
poles across the street.

“*Park and Meplewood avenues;
poles 'down. =

“South Park at the Raifroad where
falllng electric wires carried the Con-
necticut Company wires away.

“Barnum aveanue, beyond MIill Hill;
wires down.

“Stratford avenue Line; poles down
in Stratford,

*"Westport; Turkey Hill district, nine
poles down.

“No through c:}n—, to New Haven, as
wires are down”In many places be-
yend Miiford.

The Connecticut company managed
0 open servicé through to Shelton,
Derby and Ansonia early this meorn-
Ing, this being the only through line

™

poles owned by other public services

COURTADE UNABLE TO FIND
MEN TO HELP CITY WORKERS
CLEAR DRIFTS FROM STREETS

iz complete operation today. Passen:
'gers have beéen taken through from
Bridgeport to Miiford, but no guar-
antee of repairs on the New Haven
séction is made by the company today.

Late cars were maintained f the
Remington Arms and Remington U. M.
C. companies last night, teking passen-
Eers &8 lnte as 1 o'clock.

It 4s hopedy to have many of the
broken “wires i/ Bridgepprt repaired
by nightfall as big gangs of men have
been sent out to accomplish connec-
tions.

Nothing has been héard from cars.of
the ‘Bethel’ & Danbury line to Long
‘Hill, though these are reporteds as
blocked in snow drifts near Bethany
Chapel. A snow-plow loaned by - the
Connecticut~Company for the purpose
of clearing tracks had not returned at
noontimsa teday and it was feared that
it also had been blockad by lnck of}
electirical current through the possible
‘breaking of a wire 0

The new pay-as-you-enter cars,
which received thelr  initiation Into
Bridgeport with a baptism of snow and
slush, were taken off the Noble ave-
nue Brooklawn line early last even-
ing, as the inauguratiom of the new
systemn of fares was not considered de-
sirable under. such Inclement condi-
tions.

It may bé said for the Connectiocut
Company that thelr equipment neces-
warily strong would have prey nnteg any
1oecal tie-up had’ it not been for lighter
equipment of other companies whose
wires and peles carried away lines of
heavy electrical powar.

Wreckers were engaged all *vester-
day evening and night shijtting off

A

high voltage currents that tHreatened
destruction and Jloss of life. -

Scarcity of men and teams was the
reason advanced by Director of Fub-
lic Works. Jacob A. UCourtade today
for fallure to clear the streets of
the snowfall. The director said he
had men at work befaore 8 o'clock this
morning cleaning the principal sireeis,
but he could not get men and lewms
enough to finlsh the job as rapidly as
he desired.

Only 19 men and twelve tenms were

at the service of the director at 10
o'clock today. Mr. Courtade sald that
although he had scurried about the
city for more he could not obtain
them. Between 10 and 12 o'clock
sgven more were put to work. The

director seld at least 100 were needed

at once. At the first snow.storm last

winter more than 200 men were at the
city  3vard beforea o'clock in the
morning and the director found all
the teams he necded at his disposal.

L4

Their whereabouts is unknown for all

RIOUS WINTRY GALFE LEAVES BRIDGEPORT
BADLY CRIPPLED; RAILROADS AND TROLLEYS
YZED; BIG PROPERTY LOSS REMORTED

NEW HAVEN SYSTEM'S
GIANT LINES CRIPPLED
BY TERRIFIC STORM

Millions of Dollars of Equlpment Representing Eleven
Years of Technical Study i§ Prostrated by Tremend-
ous Gale Carrying Snow and Rain.

New Electrical System of New Haven Railroad Is
Wrecked In Stormi That Hits Bridgeport
Worst of All Connecticut Cities—Death Lurks
In Maze of Fallen Wires Throughout City-
Big Fire Destroys Building in Height of Mm*m
—TFire Chief Imperiled When Falling Wires
“Enmesh His Automobile—State Highways
Through Country Are Completely Blocked B‘»
Heavy Drifts.

Bridgeport today started to dig itself out gfter a fierce snow
and. sleet 'storm that wrought untold damage in the
states.

Lashed by winds of hurricane proportions, the
wrecked the new eleelrical ‘:);blf—‘l’!l of the New York, Neéw Hax
& Hartford railroad, between here and New York.

Local and suburban frolley service was at a standstill from
10 o’clock last night until late today.

Telephun ., telegraph and lighting systems went out: of
commission as huge poles tottered - under the weight of the
heavy snow and sleet. ,

Falling wires started several slight fires in various
tions of the eity and jebpardized the lives of belated pedes-
trians. |

Many sections of the city were without lights after
o’clock last night. Repair crews afler a 24-hour siege hoped (o
have aH lights burning tonight.

Estimates of th¢ damage done are unavailable. For the
lighting company alone, two months’ r‘&palr work is necessi
tated by the storm of last mght

Bridgeport was hardest hit in the interruption of telephone

N . g
easieri
1

storno

gpe

service, according to an official statement-of the Southgrn New

d IPplmna Company. More than 1,000stalions here
were oul of service. #

Sound navigation was hazardous. The iJnited States
pedo Boat Destroyer Allwyn put in here tbday.

The Park Cily turned Dback yesterday afternocon. T
Qity of- Fall River and the Se,aboa\;l sought shelter here.

Practically no operatioh of "traills was earried on in ithis
neighborhood. .Thousands of passengers haye been wailing
hours at the local station for a train.

' No'tirains-are running on the Bérkshire and Naungaluck
lines. - The few that are running on the main syslem are con
ducted by the system in vogue in the '60's.

Fire broke out early this morning in the engine house
ihe Stratford fire department.

Passengers on the Winsted express for New York slayed
aboard the train all night when it became stalled near Tor-
rington. ~ A snow ploz that set out to the rescne hecame
stalled near Winsted, swhere 20 inches of snow had fallen.

The first train through from New York arrived in South
Norwalk afl o'clock this morning: . It was nine hours lale.
The, engine jumped the tracks in front of station, cffectuaily
blocking traffic for several hours moere. .

7 New York and Boston report muech suffering during
storm, one of the heaviest in years. From the Berkshirds is
the report that the storm rivalled the blizzard bl 1888.

Along the post road, between Bridgeport and Stimfo: .
scores of telegraph poles are down and mosl of the ”'"“'f":""”
telephone and telegraph wires are’ out ‘of commisgion. g
loss .in this direclion will be thousands of dollars

While the motor-driven fire apparatus was
snow drifts, a $10.000 fire r;lp:ml this morning in the
of , William 7. Sloper, in New Britain.

Formier President William H, Taft; bound from New Yo
to New Haven, was one of bundreds who slept ahoard h»;.-,;,..
that were stalled just outside of the Grand Cenfral Sis

New York.

FIRE CHIEF AND DRIVER
NEAR DEATH WHEN POLE
FALLS UPON THEIR CAR

Tor-

f'-[&”"’-.! 16

home

Fire Chief Daniel . Johnson and his [shower of sparks hit the top. ¢
chauffeur, Michoel Bain, were close Lo | feur BHain :mc-eleratled the Ir_-"an--\-j.-
death last night when a telegraph pole T}L:-’?‘ 'Cf" u]‘-‘l ')lll'_m “-nt?:u-“_ I.rr»r:nsl e
fa]l near Madison avenue and Grand ik l_lm'---‘li EI;-N- a ur‘\:g !]1‘)-&- ‘;_..1 an

~ b o 18 poles for Bevera ocks .
street, missing the chiel's car b¥ Uk D T Rt e v }‘ -9

a few feet. The pole carried “With ir
scores of live wiras that fell in a tan-

gled mdss around the car.

| eficountered a blg auto trud
|srin-= running but no driv 1

Director Courtade ,called out as'
snow shovellers ull the men t;—rnpir;)'edl
for the winter season at the \'urinus'l
parks In the eity Thornas J. Kee-
gan, superintendent of Seaside pari;
had charge of a force of men who
early began to clear the walks ul'!out;
the city hall The =now shovelling |
force under .the director of public
works began to clear Malin® street,
Fairfleld savenue, John, Wall, and |
State sireets firet The sSnow w.tn,
carted and dumped into the harbor|
off the city dock at the foot of Wahl

(Continubea on Page 2.}

l [ & "ER

Chief Johnson was on, his waw to I‘II‘“_‘-‘”;.L" 1I'f‘1“'_ I:I!l' oy
the station of Engine company XNp. .4 that H‘_]-»- g ‘_i-‘-":_("l_ui{ "_I:‘_‘_
in Madisen avenuk C h.luffs-ur Bain I“”:“O: ;_l' - [;l;blm-a.l- 'ri}.'; e v;;‘.].

1 wnen 18 e L] 2184 O I8i

¢ . rendi E = onE ! .
hEag-hhdiyistiveading BL IO r"ﬂ-‘ — | «hilef Johnson workead all night
tangled wires, IlllL‘l'l trecs and poles !\\'1' called first fo AMasin and Gra
: ‘us havi rather o e S
'-;nd H'rogpl;\‘l: ok R A streeta where a belll alarmp 1 e
| busy time © ‘ / e e .

Just before raraning from Grand ""_"“_'Idf 11“]‘ ;‘:::l;?‘::i‘!ﬁn\t ra.l..v: i
street Into Madlson avenue, the chauf- ‘”I”,:_"r';h;‘hi, £ resy .‘,“L'l" i sl
feur vecred to the left side of the road I—Iv_‘:‘lr. . ST, *ar . o
to gvoid a wire entanglement. As he :::n;.—::‘\. rr-:;:P;‘u z\i‘lh‘ln\ .::u‘;‘rj 0 E.
dld/so, there was a terrific cannon-llke | = ° = . ; 5 - gzt
report. An nstant later, a huge pole T“M:r_i M?,’Ti a?:l' :1?:?“:?-‘;:1-4']-" e
toppled to the street, o 'few feet in the | NIWERE WS e UL S oL -
rear of the chief's ear. lto No. 4 engins compani's houss, 1

: 5 ey a s gar was npearly kit In

Following the first repori, there was |;:‘“‘”n“ ““‘fﬂe < a8 neary it- I
a serieg of explokions like rifle dre il| * L S S L i
the &cores of live wires parted. The | Chief Jolnson 1“ as up all nighl a

remalned vp todhy. ziving i it
rean-

whole street was enveloped In a gresn to. Bnlorintenients: DIAtE. of =

blue fiame,
The wires fell around the car and &

-

(Carctinudd on Page 20




